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CHRISTOPHER WILLIAM DAVY              

                                                                   ‘HIS CAMERA GAVE US MEMORIES’ 

 
Christopher Davey was born on 30th December 1912, the son of William Davey and Bessie 

(nee Flack) who had married on 8th January 1910. Christopher’s father, William, was the son of 

a farmer and stockman who was originally from Bartlow and he worked on the land himself. 

His mother Bessie was from Weston Colville. After William and Bessie were married they 

settled in Streetly End, West Wickham and went on to have eight children. 

After leaving school, Christopher trained as a carpenter and worked on the Land Settlement 

Association houses which were being built in the area. (The Land Settlement Association built 

an estate of smallholdings just south of Gt Abington in the late 1930s. This was one of about 

20 such estates around the country, established to provide employment opportunities for 

long-term unemployed men from depressed industrial areas.) 

Christopher met a local Streetly End girl, Evelyn Barker, and they were married on 6th February 

1938 at West Wickham Church. 
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 Christopher’s hobby was photography and this was to stand him in good stead when he joined 

the R.A.F. at the outbreak of war. There was no call for carpenters but as he was interested in 

photography they put him in the photographic section.  

While Christopher was away during the war years Evelyn lived on her own in a tiny cottage in 

Station Road, Birdbrook where she brought up their growing family of four daughters, Ann, 

Margaret, Jean and Beryl. 

By the end of the war, Christopher would bring his colleagues to have family photographs 

taken in the cottage garden. There was certainly no room in the building for a studio!  

During his war time experience with the R.A.F., Christopher had helped develop improved 

methods of arial photography, and he acquired skills 

that enabled him to open his own photographic 

shop.  In 1946 after being demobbed from the 

R.A.F., Christopher managed to take over the 

photographic business of Mr. Neville who had 

succeeded John Godden, a photographer of long 

standing in the town. In fact 52 High Street, the 

photographic premises, had been a studio from at 

least the 1890s as this photo shows.   

Christopher was there to record most of the events relating to Haverhill’s post war 

development. The Haverhill and District Local History Group were fortunate to receive a large 

collection of his negatives and high quality pictures of the town during this critical stage of its 

evolution. These can be seen in the Local History Room in the Arts Centre.  

Christopher ran his photographic business for 40 years before handing over to his eldest 

grandson, Mark Woodley. 

During his retirement he loved gardening and using his carpentry skills to make things for his 

family, including a big dolls house used by several of his grandchildren. He also took the 

opportunity to travel to America and South Africa to visit two of his daughters. 

Christopher died in Addenbrooke’s Hospital on the 9th of December 2006 at the age of 93. 

He had five grandchildren, eleven great grandchildren and three great great grandchildren. 
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Researched by Marion Searle 

Source: LOCAL HISTORY BOOK ‘A Glimpse into Haverhill in the 1950’s & 1960’s 

Patrick Crouch             

Additional information & photographs from his daughter Margaret Woodley.                                                                                                                                   

 


